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EPHESIANS 41-6
FOCUS

' AS A PRISONER FOR THE LORD, THEN, | URGE YOU TO LIVE A LIFE WORTHY OF THE CALLING YOU HAVE
RECEIVED.?BE COMPLETELY HUMBLE AND GENTLE; BE PATIENT, BEARING WITH ONE ANOTHER IN LOVE.
*MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT THROUGH THE BOND OF PEACE. *THERE IS ONE
BODY AND ONE SPIRIT, JUST AS YOU WERE CALLED TO ONE HOPE WHEN YOU WERE CALLED:; > ONE LORD,
ONE FAITH, ONE BAPTISM; ¢ ONE GOD AND FATHER OF ALL, WHO IS OVER ALL AND THROUGH ALL AND

IN ALL. '

REFLECTION from PASTOR DOYLE SURRATT

Hey everybody, | pray that your faith is strong, your mind is clear, and your emotions are stable these doys. A
number of years ago, my brother, who is @ pastor as well, was Teoching a pastor’s conference in another part
of the world. After he had spoken fora coup|e of doys, he and his wife were pocking to leave and the po|ic:e
knocked on the door of their hotel to question them and to arrest them. But because there was some confu-
sion about the details of the events of the meetings They had attended, the po|ic:e left. Shorﬂy after that, ‘rhey
received a phone call from the US. Embassy asking if they had been arrested yet. Upon informing the State
Department that ‘rhey had not been arrested, They were told to get on the first p|one out of the country and to
hope They didn’t get pic|<eo| up at the airport. Now while this is an interesting story of adventure, there is actu-
o||y a very sad back story to it that was revealed later. The entire incident was insﬂgo‘red by a Christian leader
who was trying to lead a different group of pastors and, if | remember correcﬂy, ‘rhey were all from the same
denomination. What had hoppened was that my brother had goften in the middle of an internal power
sTrugg|e among church leaders and had been fo|se|y accused. Another sad aspect of this story is that this
group of Christians had |ong had the reputation of this kind of infighﬂng.

In Ephesians 4:3-6, Paul expressly urges us to not behave this way. In these passages he reminds us that to
God we who are truly Christian are all one Church--we are not divided into many churches. In other words, we
may Worship in different p|oc:es and s‘ry|es, but we are still one Church and are to be in unity with each other.
When he says to ‘make every effort” he is saying that it will not be easy--it will take work to live in unity. In
God's mind we are one but, in our experience, and in the eyes of those who are Wo‘rching from the outside it
doesn’t seem like it

How often have you thought about unity among Christians? Remember, Paul is writing about the incredible
gift of reconciliation between God and us--between Jew and Gentile--and now between brothers and sisters in
Christ. A part of the solution is to deve|op our personol character traits that are mentioned in the previous
verse: humble, genﬂe, patient, forbearance. But he also indicates a big part of the solution to disuni‘ry is
owning what the Gospel teaches us about God and the implications therein. He goes on to talk about three
sefs of three items that remind us of the unity found in the God that we say we believe in. In verses 4-6, we are
reminded that the Holy Spirit has made us one--regardless of race, background, social, or financial status.  In
a society that believed in many gods, he is saying that only the true God--by His Spirit--can bring real reconcili-
ation between disporo‘re groups of peop|e. Some‘rhing good to remember in these times of such misunder-
s‘ronding and frustration.

We often feel hopeless in fimes like these, but Paul says that in the Spirit we have the ultimate hope. He goes
on to say that there is one Lord (Jesus) in whom we p|oce our trust and in whose name there is one bop‘rism
There is also one God (not many), Father of all (who believe), who is over all (no one or nothing is more pow-
erful), through all (He is Creator of the universe) and in all (He is everywhere all the time).
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In this three in one, we see perfec‘r unity and are to live in similar unity. The on|y way peop|e will ever know
frue unity is if we as the church decide to allow God to bring unity intfo our re|o‘rionships, marriages, families,
and churches--and it can only happen through the work of the Spirit in our lives. Let the Gospel shine in your
life ‘rodoyl Seek to find unity with other be|ievers...s‘ror‘ring now.

QUESTIONS

BH WHO CAN YOU EXTEND GRACE TO TODAY TO PROMOTE UNITY?
B ARE YOU IN COMPETITION WITH ANOTHER BELIEVER?

B ASK GOD TO EXAMINE YOUR HEART TO SEE IF YOU ARE HARBORING ANYTHING AGAINST ANOTHER
BELIEVER.



